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CASA1 Advocates for Kids ser vi ng

Family Find Pilot Project Debuts in Helena
By Katy Moore

This summer, four Helena-
area CASA youths were identi-
fied as being in dire need of a
family support network. These
children and teenagers, aged
12 to 17, had been moving
from place to place in the fos-
ter care system for yearsi long enough to
lose track of their family and for their family
to lose track of them. They spent their time in
group homes with no real connection to the

since undertaken the responsibil-
ity of mentoring four more CASAs
with cases of their own. The group
met with the CASA program staff
over the summer to train and pre-
pare the CASAs to locate and en-
gage family members in the Fam-
ily Find method. Ac c (
process worksd it just takes dedicated invest-
ment . o

One of these dedicated CASA volunteers is

Mont anads

outside world aside from the occasional visits Kara Seyler. Seyler has been working to en-
and contact from their social workers and gage family members with a 16year-old boy
CASAs. It hadnot b e e who éacusrrentlyf residing tinhaegnoup honte.e
self-worth faltered, and they acted out for While she had some initial reservations about
much-needed attention among peers and the process, Seyler soon realized that the
therapists. Their stories are by no means wor k was very satisf
unique, but fortunately these children have surprised by the overwhelming positive re-
CASAs in Helena who are devoted to their sponse by most family members who wanted
well-being, going above and beyond to serveto be connected, even if it were not possible
their best interests. to reconnect i n p@[EAr sd
While a dAdiligent f aeeds toyfeel that hig fantilydocanistsl sugportr
quirement for social workers looking for kin- him through birthday gifts, school supplies,
ship placements, CASA volunteers take the and lettersd sending pictures of the child
search to the next level. The 2011 pilot pro- when he was younger, and receiving photos
ject in Helena is built on the philosophy of of what his family | o

Kevin Campbell, the nationally recognized
founder of the Family Find movement.
Campbell advocates for the invaluable impor-
tance of a family support network for chil-
dren, regardless of whether or not such fam-
ily members are appropriate placement op-
tions. Furthermore, the network includes
ifictive kin, o those
an i mportant part of
related by blood or marriage. Oftentimes a
case worker, teacher, or neighbor might have

The process was not always easy. Seyle
was frustrated by a seeming indifference by
one or both of the cHh
most family members did send photos or
letters, there were times when a biological
parent did not follow through on a commit-
ment to reach out to their child due to possi-
blengdilt, ori issues they ares Healindh etk &
tahecitri | d@e Iliifvee sh bt Se
these setbacks did not deter Seyler from her
work establishing a reliable support network

been a positive influence on a child but are f o r the estranged te
overlooked in family searches because they need to know they are still thought about and
are not related to the child. Family Finding are not forgotten. There is a hole in the fam-
does not distinguish between kin and fictive i | y from t he | oss of
kin; their involvement with the youth is The other three youths are receiving similar
based on their importance to the child and efforts from their CASAs. While social work-
the potential to positively contribute to their ers are involved in the process, their in-
life. creased workload of the past year has made it
Last year, two dedicated Helena CASAs, impossible for them to take the lead in such
John Weida and Loretta Miller, attended a efforts. As these initial four cases continue on
state Child and Family Services training with their own momentum, the CASA program
Kevin Campbell, and took on their own CASA intends to extend the Family Find project to
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kids as case studies. Weida and Miller have 25 more CASA youths in 2012.
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Light of Hope Awareness Campaign Ends with Annual Awards Ceremony

The 2011 Light of Hope awareness windows on Last Chance Gulch in

and fundraising campaign was suc-
cessful on all fronts. The campaign
began in March with the Light of Hope

art contest for Helena-area K-5 chil-
dren. Six winners, one from each
grade, were chosen from more than
300 submissions. All entries were dis-
played for the month of April (Child

Abuse Awareness Month) in business
3 = ]

7.4l &
From left: CASA of the Year Alana Listoe, Pre-
senter Judge Jim Reynolds, and

Community Service Award recipient
Tara Harris.

o

downtown Helena. The art contest
winners were kindergartener Eva
Cobb, first grader Kaitlyn Ruch, sec-
ond grader Zane Listoe, third grader
Caroline Bullock, fourth grader Alex
Schultz, and fifth grader Claudia
Downing.

Also during April, community mem-

nity member, as well as the Light of
Hope art contest winners. There were
over 50 people in attendance for the
ceremony, which took place in the
capitol rotunda. District Judge Jim

Reynolds presented the awards. The
2011 CASA Honorees were Volunteer
of the Year Alana Listoe, and Deputy
County Attorney Tara Harris, who re-

bers and businesses sponsored candlesceived the Community Service Award.

to represent the i
cal foster children. Candles were lit

across Helena to signify hope for a life
free from fear, abuse, and neglect.
CASA received nearly $3,000 in can-
dle sponsorships and donations during

Child Abuse Awareness Month, all of
which was used to fund program ex-

penses to train volunteer advocates for
neglected and abused children in
Lewis & Clark, Broadwater, and

Meagher counties.

To wrap up the campaign, CASA
Advocates for Kids held its 10" annual
CASA Awards Ceremony to recognize
an outstanding volunteer and commu-

g ht—0of hopeo 0O

Judge Reynolds with the Light of Hope art con-

test winners. From left: Eva Cobb, Kaitlyn Ruch,

Zane Listoe, Alex Shultz, Caroline Bullock, and
Claudia Downing.
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The 2011 Light of Hope Art Contest winning entries. From left, kindergartener Eva Cobb, first grader Kaitlyn Ruch, second gra  der Zane Listoe, third
grader Caroline Bullock, fourth grader Alex Schultz, and fifth grader Claudia Downing.

Letter from the Program Director

By Bill Collins

In most enterprises growth is a good thing. Not so at

ltds har

VISTA Reflection

By Katy Moore

d to believe that

CASA. This has not been a good year for many kids in our
community. The number of children served by CASA vol-

unteers increased by 20 per cent over the past ten months.
How wonderful it would be to say we have no need for ad-
ditional volunteers. That 09
soon.

But great fortune also came our way this year. On a chilly
January morning, Katy Moore, a VISTA volunteer, came
through our door to report for her CASA duties. She re-
ceived the usual orientation, and within days was throwing

those Awhy didndét | think o
a fair share of those ideas have been built into our program
over the months Katy has be

in January, but her good works will carry on, affecting for
the better the lives of who knows how many children.

snow boots and mittens, which means my year of service
will soon be complete with CASA. Everything about this
position exceeded my expectations, and | have never been
as impressed with any volunteers as | am with the devoted t
Helena CASAs. | have had the privilege of working closely
with several CASAs on the Family Find pilot project, and
discussing the child welfare system with others during our
summer book club. | have learned so much about the
struggles of foster children and how a single dedicated in-
dividual can make such a difference in their lives. Bill
Collins and Pam Young have been the greatest mentors
could ever hope for, and |
remain one of the best experiences of my life. Thank you
all for a wonderful year of service!
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